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Sir: 

This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §1.97(c) 
before the mailing date of any of a final action under §1.113, a notice of allowance 
under §1.311, or an action that otherwise closes prosecution in the application. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is accompanied by the statement as specified in 
37 C.F.R. 1.97(e)(1), that each item of information contained in this information 
disclosure statement was first cited in any communication from the foreign patent office 
in a counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of the 
information disclosure statement. 



Applicants' Attorney is aware of the following references: 
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WO 98/32303 
English Translation of Patent Abstract JP 10-163957 
JP 10-163957 
JP 2001-508971 
English Translation of Patent Abstract JP 11-205574 

JP 11-205574 
English Translation of Patent Abstract JP 2000-278761 
JP 2000-278761 



Copies of these references are enclosed together with a Form PTO-1449. 

The filing of this Statement is not to be construed as a representation that a search has 
been made regarding the claimed invention (37 C.F.R. §1.97(g)) or that no other 
possible material information exists. In addition, the filing of this Information Disclosure 
Statement is not to be construed to be an admission that the information cited in the 
Statement is, or is considered to be, material to patentability (37 C.F.R. §1.97(h)). 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge payment for any fees associated with 
this communication or credit any over payment to Deposit Account No. 16-1350. 

Respectfully submitted, 



Reg. No. 44,004 

PERMAN & GREEN, LLP 
425 Post Road 
Fairfield, CT 06824 
Customer No. 2512 
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CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 



I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States 
Postal Service on the date indicated below as first class mail in an envelope address to 
the Commissioner of Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 2fe313-1450. 



Date: S v\o\v| lO fc y Signature:. 

Person" Making Deposit 
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